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Should Preschools Have Gender-Specific Toys For Children To Play With?
Buying children's toys can be overwhelming for parents because, for starters, toys can be expensive. Second, there is the issue of gender-specific toys and what children say they want versus what parents think their child should have. Playing is essential for child development since it contributes to the advancement of their cognitive skills, social skills, physical skills, and emotional well-being. However, there exist different perspectives as far as gender-specific toys are concerned basing a story in 2010, a Maryland-based parenting blogger Maria Moser did some research on finding a neutral colored stroller. To Moser the stroller was for her son rather than her daughter which was to prepare them for fatherly roles in the future (Johnson, 2015). Hence, gender-specific toys for children should be available in schools for children to play with, as research has presented that children as young as two years old know specific gender roles, however, gender-specific toys for children restrict children's development potential as it leads to promotion of various skills more than gender-neutral toys.
Preschools should have gender-specific toys for children to play with because some children prefer to play with their gender-specific toys. With gender-specific toys in preschools, children can play with the toys they prefer. For instance, boys prefer playing with action figures, while girls prefer playing with their dolls, according to a study by Davis & Hines (2020). In the study, the researchers found out that children portrayed a strong desire to play with their gender-specific toys than neutral ones (Davis & Hines, 2020). Their meta-analysis and systematic reviews brought together 113 sizes from a total of 75 studies in approximating extent of gender-related differences bases on toy preference. 
As children get older, they can differentiate gender-specific toys, resulting in them choosing what they prefer to play with, such as boys playing with boy toys or girls playing with girl toys (Oncu & Unluer, 2012). At two years old, children can start distinguishing the difference in gender in their surroundings. Gender-specific toys let children decide their groups based on their social characteristics while developing behavioral attributes towards a specific group (Skočajić et al., 2020). In that even at preschool age, children are aware of the gender norms. 
Contrarily, preschools should not have gender-specific toys for children to play with as some experts and parents feel it stops children from reaching their full potential as to what they can and cannot do based on society putting a label on them. In a study by Klass (2018), using neutral-gender toys in preschool allowed the children to showcase flexibility when it comes to using gender-specific toys. When they played with batman toys, both girls and boys believed they could be like batman. Because if they played with one specific type of toy, they miss out on other skills like spatial and visual abilities (Klass, 2018). 
Additionally, the selection of toys parents make for children can play a significant factor in children’s gender socialization. Promoting interaction with toys of the same sex limits children’s ability for their future. In that gender-specific toys creates division among children by influencing specific behaviors according to a study by Kollmayer et al. (2018). Gender-based toys do not help children to grow physically, imaginative skills, and mentally like gender-neutral toys. Normally, gender difference brings out the perception of inequality between men and women based on their achievements, abilities, and ambitions restricting their potential development. 
In summary, children's gender-specific toys should be available in schools for children to play with, as research has presented that children as young as two years old know specific gender roles. This is because it lets them know how to differentiate items meant for boys and those meant for girls. It allows them to make informed decisions. For instance, it is easy for girls to play together with their dolls rather than involve boys in their play since there will be a conflict of interest. However, gender-specific toys for children restrict children's development potential as it leads to promotion of various skills more than gender-neutral toys. This is because gender-neutral toys reduce the stereotyping of gender roles by allowing children to discover their full potential based on their interests. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]

References
Davis, J. T. M., & Hines, M. (2020). How Large Are Gender Differences in Toy Preferences? A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis of Toy Preference Research. Archives of Sexual Behavior, 49(2), 373–394. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10508-019-01624-7 
Johnson, C. (2015, September 7). How important is gender in children’s toys and play? https://www.deseret.com/2015/9/7/20571612/ 
Klass, P. (2018, February 5). Breaking Gender Stereotypes in the Toy Box. The New York Times. https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/05/well/family/gender-stereotypes-children-toys.html   
Kollmayer, M., Schultes, M.-T., Schober, B., Hodosi, T., & Spiel, C. (2018). Parents’ Judgments about the Desirability of Toys for Their Children: Associations with Gender Role Attitudes, Gender-typing of Toys, and Demographics. Sex Roles, 79(5–6), 329–341. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11199-017-0882-4 
Oncu, E. C., & Unluer, E. (2012). Preschooler’s Views About Gender Related Games and Toys. Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences, 46, 5924–5927. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sbspro.2012.08.006 
Skočajić, M. M., Radosavljević, J. G., Okičić, M. G., Janković, I. O., & Žeželj, I. L. (2019). Boys Just Don’t! Gender Stereotyping and Sanctioning of Counter-Stereotypical Behavior in Preschoolers. Sex Roles, 82(3-4), 163–172. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11199-019-01051-x 
